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CLe. In addition to the negotiations which SK-EID is promoting for its smelgeametion
with the Independent Socialiat Group (450), that orgenization has also ener-
getioally continusd 1ts negotiations for the creation of the "Demoecratic
Front®; these have, at least 8o far, met with complete fallure.

2o ‘The most recent information is that Pepes Argyropoulcs was persuaded by
'SE~ELD to organize the "Democratic Front" on the basis of the PAX (Political
Heconstrustion Hovement). The founders of PAK wisited General Nicholas
Plastiras, ané Argyropoulos explained at groat lsngth the crestion of the
"Democratic Front¥. Plsstiras disagreed with the ides of cooperating with
SK-ELD, eund of covering up for Alexandros Svolos end Elias Tsirimokos,
since he felt that no good would result for Greece by so doing. Stratigo~
poulos and Sskellaropoulos immediately sided with him. Tha proposal of
Argyropoulos wes rejected, and the effort of SK-ELD thus came %o naught.

B A representation from SK=ELD has been officislly invited to the nsxt
GOMISCO convention et The Hegue: Svolos, Tsirimokos and probably Gsorge
Someritis or Grigoroglanuis will be representatives. It is reported that
the Gresk Govermment will spprove the issusnce of passports to these
representatives,

4o Goorge Laskaris (4SO - Independent Socialist Group), 1s reported to have
made the following statements in conmection with the preposed unifications

a. The COMISCO has been exerting pressure upon ASO membere to combine
with SK-ELD; 1in the successive meetings and discussions of the ASQ,
“and after COMISCO had recommended such merger, Laskarls said that he
had categorically stated his refusal to accept such & solution, and
that if the unlfication should finally be decided upon, he would with=
draw from every political movement, giving up the fight he had deen
waging for thirsy yesrs. Laskeris added that it wes impogsible for.
anyone to cooperate with Svolos, much less with Teirimokos.

. The last convention of SK-ELD indicated thai nobody in that party
dissgreed with the policy of Teirimokos glnce, with 73 members pressent,
73 voted for Tsirimokos and 72 for Svolos.
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ve Consequently, although it has been said that Demstrios Stratis and
- Ho Askoutsis disagreed with the peraonal politicel line followed by .
Pairimokos, no one had officienlly severed conneotions. Laskaris
8ald thet he could not, therafore, understand the recommendation of
COMISCO to unite with SE~ELD, "end chere in 211 the sins committed
by SE-EID to date, as well as in all those that Tsirimokos will commit
in the faturst.

d. However, in crder to avoid opposing the CQMISCO, 2 committes was
formed, compozed of S. Papaloannou, Evangslopoulos and Eelogeropoulos;
this committoe has already begun negotiations. Laskeris seid that 1t
had been proposed that he should take part, but he refused ths invite-
tion in view of his obJeotions to the proposed merger, which would
exist for at least as long s bosh Tsirimokos end Svolog were zmong
the leaders. S0 far no basis fur an agreement had bsen reached, and,
in Laskaris’ opinion, no agreemsnt will he reached., The greatest canse
for concern lay in the poesidility that, in the evert of failure to
arrivs at sn sgreemsnt, COMISCO meht officlally recognize SK-ELD a%
1%s next convention, and the ASO would thus become ecnpletely oatra-
cized from Intsrnational Socizalism. '

o. SE-ELD had originally proposed that s comnittse be formed, composed
of Svolos, Psirimokes, Askoutsis, Stratis, Papeiosnncu and Laskaris
himsslf; the latter refused, siating that he would never agres to
&ny such cooperation for as long as Tairimokos retained the leader—
ship. Lagkeris eventuslly compromised, howaver, and accepted Svolos.
Following this, discussions contimmed between Tairimokos on the one
hand {as representative of SE-ELD), and Papaioanncu, Evangelopoulos
and Kelogeropsulos on the other hand {as representatives of ASQ),

£, Laskaris added that, if it were a quastion of hie becominz an instru-
ment for the ambitions and sspirations of Tairimokos, and of his
8erving in any wey the aims and policies of XXE (to which he was
completely opposed), he felt that it would be better for him to
remain outszide the fold.

8. Laskarig aleo commented thay the COMISCO had recommendsd that the
PODY (Paphellenioc Organization of Democratic Youth) updite with SE-BLD,
but so far there have bheen no discussions regarding this narger. ’

h. Ibp conclusion, Laskaris regretted the fact that he was not finencially
able t0 attend the COMISCO convention in order %o explain the vituation,
&s he was convinesd that he could changa their decision. FHe commented
that, even in Greecs it was impossible to he politically active, since
each had to be concerned with the problem of esrning & living: he
felt that, if the means were avellable, his organizetion could publigh
& newspapsr, and sasily orgmnnize its membars to stand up against the
SK=ELD, As 1% wes, he folt that ASO vould eithor have to yield, or
&0 under.
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